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33rd Annual Gulf Coast Sailing Club Regatta

-- Naples Mega Sailing Event of the Year

Includes Porsche of Naples Cup Competition,

2nd Annual Melges 24 Regatta,

World Known Sailing Star Dawn Riley Keynote
Naples – Three major sailing events coincide during the last weekend of March as the Gulf Coast Sailing Club (GCSC) joins forces with the new Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club (HYCC) for a long weekend of spectacular Gulf Coast sailing and racing activity just off Naples Pier.

Sailboats of every description will gather together for two solid days of racing just off Naples beach and Keewaydin Island. At stake is a large sparkling crystal bowl, known as the Porsche of Naples Cup. This cup competition, which has drawn sailors from across Florida, the Midwest and east coast of the U.S. over the past 10 years, is the focal point for the regatta.  Sailboats differing in design, size and manufacturer compete under handicaps designed to make the racing competitive and challenging.

For over 20 of the very popular Melges 24 “sport” sailboats, a special “One Design” regatta with its own unique race course will set those competitors against each other on a one for one basis. These boats for practical purposes are identical. The result is close-quarters, high-traffic sailing on a boat that requires constant full concentration by its crew.

This Melges 24 competition is part of the 2009 Melges National Championship Series of 30 races across the U.S., one of six 2009 events in the US Melges 24 Class Association’s (USMCA) Southeast District, and one of only three Florida Melges 24 events of the year.

One of the best-recognized sailors in the world, Dawn Riley, will be the keynote speaker for US SAILING’s Mount Gay Rum Speaker Series Event scheduled for Saturday night March 28.  
(more)
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Riley is featured as part of the US SAILING's Mount Gay Rum Speaker Series, first created in 2005 as a grassroots, educational series delivering high quality seminars to cruising and racing sailors nationwide. The Series has proven to be very successful in its first three years with more than 6,000 sailors attending 46 events.
Riley’s sailing career includes four America’s Cups onboard (1 win) and an additional role as CEO/GM in the last two (2000, 2007). She has sailed in two Round the World Races as well as participated at almost every other level of sailing from college (MSU) to match racing to iceboating.

Her America True Foundation has evolved since 1995 to be an ‘incubator/hospital’ for community sailing programs nationwide. Riley was a co-host on OLN for the 2003 America’s Cup coverage and has worked for PBS and ESPN. She authored numerous articles and a book “Taking the Helm.”

Outside of the sport of sailing, Riley served as President of The Women’s Sports Foundation, founded by Billie Jean King.  During her tenure, a nationwide grassroots educational program was implemented.  

There are a limited number of Riley dinner-keynote tickets, scheduled for Saturday March 28, available for the general public.

GCSC Commodore Lisa Brice said the club’s 33rd Annual Regatta and Porsche Cup of Naples competition sponsored by Porsche of Naples Motorsports is expected to draw as many as 50 competing sailboats with nearly 400 participants.

Gary Schwarting, GCSC Vice Commodore and Melges event coordinator explained that the venue of Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club (HHYC) combines all the shore side facilities needed with quick access to an ideal Melges 24 planned Gulf sailing course. “The result will be the foundation for the best Melges 24 competition in Florida in 2009.” 

The Gulf Coast Sailing Club was formed in 1974 and the first Gulf Coast Regatta was in 1976. The Club has no facilities, but is the major association for sailors in Naples. Meetings are the second Wed. of the month at HHYC and open to the public. 

More information on the regatta, the Porsche Cup of Naples, and the sailing club is at GulfCoastSailingClub.org.
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About Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club:

Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club, developed by Collier Enterprises, is located just a few minutes from Gordon Pass in Naples and offers wet slips for boats up to 60 feet and dry storage for boats up to 50 feet. Already known for its relaxed atmosphere and exceptional concierge services, the club features a waterfront restaurant and a concrete boathouse that can withstand winds up to 150 mph.  

www.HamiltonHarborYachtClub.com
About Mount Gay Rum:
The rum of choice among sailors worldwide, Mount Gay Rum has been a part of the sailboat racing and cruising community for centuries. The Brand supports 

more than 160 regattas worldwide every year with about 100 in the U.S. alone.

Mount Gay Rum enjoys a loyal and enthusiastic consumer franchise among sailors worldwide. For more information on the Mount Gay Rum Brand visit www.MountGayRum.com

About US SAILING:
The United States Sailing Association (US SAILING) is the national governing body for sailing. Founded in 1897 and headquartered in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, the organization provides leadership for the sport of sailing in the United States. US SAILING offers training and education programs for instructors and race officials, supports a wide range of sailing organizations and communities, issues offshore rating certificates, and provides administration and oversight of competitive sailing across the country, including National Championships and the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Sailing Teams. For more information, please visit www.USSailing.org.

Dawn Riley’s website and blog are at: www.DawnRiley.com/

