March 23, 2009

MEDIA ADVISORY

33rd Annual Gulf Coast Sailing Club Regatta to Draw 40 Sailboats and Nearly 350 Participants

Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club to Host Naples’ Mega Sailing Event of the Year

What: 
Three major sailing events, two solid days of world class racing... 


Porsche of Naples Cup Competition 

Sailboats differing in design, size and manufacturer compete under handicaps designed to make the racing competitive and challenging. 

2nd Annual Melges 24 Regatta
A special “One Design” regatta with its own unique race course will set competitors against each other on a one-for-one basis. It’s close-quarter, high-traffic sailing on boats requiring constant full concentration by the crew.

Mount Gay Rum Speaker Series Event – World Champion Sailor Dawn Riley
Dawn Riley is an expert big-boat and match-racing sailor. She was the first woman to manage an entire America’s Cup syndicate and the first American, man or woman, to sail in three America’s Cups and two Whitbread Round the World races.

When: 

Saturday, March 28th 



11:00 

 First Warning Signal followed by subsequent daily races



2:00 

 Press boat available to capture the sailing action

 

3:30 

 Press conference with Dawn Riley, world champion sailor



4:00 

 Dawn Riley speaks to students from Naples Sailing and Community 





 Center, Community School Sailing Club and other youth sailors



4:30 

 Press interviews with participating sailors, great photo opportunity 

 of sailboats gathering back in the harbor



5:30 

 Mount Gay Rum Cocktail Party (press invited to attend)



6:00 

 First day’s race results announced



Sunday, March 29th 



11:00-3:00 
Daily races continue



5:30 

Final race results announced

Where:  
Sailboats will launch from Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club, 7065 Hamilton Avenue, Naples.



Racing will take place just off Naples beach and Keewaydin Island. 

Directions from Tamiami Trail North:

Go South on Tamiami Trail North (US 41). Turn left onto 5th Avenue South, which becomes Tamiami Trail E/US 41 South. Turn right onto Bayshore Drive. Turn right onto Thomasson Drive. Thomasson Drive becomes Hamilton Avenue. Entrance to Hamilton Harbor is at the intersection of Hamilton Avenue and Bay Streets.

More Info:
GulfCoastSailingClub.org


USSailing.org


MountGayRum.com
HamiltonHarborYachtClub.com

Contact: 
Chris Divine, GCSC Press Officer, 877-3888, chrisd@gulfcoastsailingclub.com

Jennifer Varoski, 434-4029 or 777-3646, jvaroski@collierenterprises.com
