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33rd Annual Gulf Coast Sailing Club Regatta

Offered Challenging Conditions

for Porsche of Naples Cup Competition,

and Melges 24 National Circuit Races,
NAPLES -- The Gulf Coast Sailing Club's 33rd annual regatta and Porsche of Naples Cup hosted at Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club the last weekend of March broke with the ongoing tradition of warm gentle breezes and flat seas. Instead, on the opening day of racing on Saturday, the fleet of just over 30 boats (Melges 24 OD and 5 classes of PHRF boats) battled an initial wind of 20+ and growing short, closely-spaced wind-driven waves from the south.

These conditions provided a true sailor's test of skill, crew coordination and boat condition. An early afternoon weather warning of 25-30 with peaks above 35 caught the fleet in its second race. The wind driven waves exceeded 6 ft as they ran over a sea depth of 25 ft. The traveler’s advisory warned "drivers of high profile vehicles to use caution while driving." That is just what the sailors did returning back to the Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club marina. 

      
What turned out to be a short, fast first day of racing completed the regatta as Sunday saw a front with serious lighting strikes moving in from the north toward Naples and forced cancellation of Sunday racing. The PHRF division finished two races while the Melges24s squeezed in four on Saturday.

      
This abrupt weekend turn in weather conditions surprised many because the weather for the prior several weeks was solid 10-15 kt from the east, flat seas, high 70s to mid 80s, and the usual predictable sunny Gulf weather.

--More--

 

Gary Schwarting, Vice Commodore and coordinator for the Melges races, said the conditions were “just about right” for the downwind legs as the wind was “pretty steady at 25 kts.”

The winner of the Porsche of Naples Cup as well as the Melges 24 competition was Goux Get Mama, a Melges 24 owned by James Whatmore from Sarasota. 

Flame, a J105 owned by Jim Doane of Naples was the winner of the combined PHRF Spinnaker Class. Jabu, a Sabre 402 owned by Rex Good of Naples won the combined Cruising and Non-Spinnaker Class.

Dawn Riley, America's Cup and Round the World race veteran, was the regatta's keynote speaker Saturday night and added perspective to the day's racing. She related the conditions on Saturday to her round the world racing where the wind is twice the strength and the waves are long rollers ten times the height. 

      
Nevertheless, Riley urged the sailing crowd to help grow the sport by taking youngsters sailing and coaching them to grow into all they can be ... both boys and girls. Sailing is no longer "just for guys," as it was in her youth prior to cell phones, Internet and GPS. One of Riley's objectives is to support and grow local sailing centers such as the Naples Community Sailing Center which is geared to pre teen and teen sailing. 

   

The Melges 24 competition is part of the 2009 Melges National Championship Series of 30 races across the U.S., one of six 2009 events in the US Melges 24 Class Association’s (USMCA) Southeast District, and one of only three Florida Melges 24 events of the year.
 

Schwarting, had promised the Melges 24 fleet that the venue of Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club (HHYC) would combine all the shore side facilities needed with quick access to an ideal Melges 24 Gulf sailing course. “It’s going to be hard for any other Melges regatta to live up to the action and great shore side facilities we have here in Naples.” 

        
GCSC Commodore Lisa Brice said the club’s 2010 34th annual regatta next year will be around the end of March again, She anticipates larger Melges 24 as well as PHRF fleets in 2010. “We will continue the tradition of the Naples mega sailing event of the year for our annual regattas.”

 

The Gulf Coast Sailing Club was formed in 1974 and the first Gulf Coast Regatta was in 1976. The Club has no facilities, but is the major association for sailors in Naples. Meetings are the second Wednesday of the month at HHYC and open to the public. 
More information on the Regatta, the Porsche Cup of Naples, and the sailing club is at GulfCoastSailingClub.org.
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About Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club:

Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club, developed by Collier Enterprises, is located just a few minutes from Gordon Pass in Naples and offers wet slips for boats up to 60 feet and dry storage for boats up to 50 feet. Already known for its relaxed atmosphere and exceptional concierge services, the club features a waterfront restaurant and a concrete boathouse that can withstand winds up to 150 mph.  

www.HamiltonHarborYachtClub.com
